D R A F T


August xx, 2008
The Honorable [                ]

United States House of Representatives

[             ] HOB

Washington, DC  20515

[VIA FACSIMILE: 202-225-xxxx]

Dear Congress[man/woman] [                ]:

I am writing you today to request that you join the bi-partisan Congressional Caucus on Robotics formed in 2007 by Congressman Mike Doyle and Congressman Zach Wamp.  
This caucus will focus on key issues facing the nation’s traditional industrial robotics industry as well as those issues critical to newly forming companies, markets, and industries based on emerging technology that enable robots to operate in environments beyond the factory floor.

The preliminary, proposed goals of the Robotics Caucus will include, but are not limited to:
· Increasing general awareness of robotics industry challenges and issues among Members of Congress and policy analysts in federal government; 


· Educating Members of Congress and congressional staff on current and future research, development, and utilization initiatives regarding robotics; 


· Serving as a forum where robotics-related policy issues can be exchanged, debated, and discussed by members of Congress; 


· Ensuring that our nation remains globally competitive as the robotics industry rapidly expands and begins to exert a profound effect on the way our citizens live their lives
You are already likely aware of the tremendous impact robots are having in Iraq, saving lives and helping keep our nation’s defenders out of harm’s way.  Unmanned air vehicles have performed a wide variety of well-known and documented missions with great success.  And as you know, unmanned ground vehicles, are also proving their worth in defeating IEDs, saving hundreds if not thousands of casualties in the process.  Given their success, our troops have begun using ground robots in theater to remotely perform other operational tasks to include security checkpoint inspections and reconnaissance missions.

The use of advanced, next generation robotics for national and homeland defense purposes is only the tip of the iceberg, however.  Robots are now being used to perform surgeries, fill prescriptions, deliver supplies and materials, and even clean our carpets at home.  The increase in the number of emerging and potential applications for robotics is astounding.  No less an authority than Bill Gates in a story he authored for the January 2007 issue of Scientific American states that the emergence of the robotics industry “is developing in much the same way that the computer business did 30 years ago.  As I look at the trends that are now starting to converge, I can envision a future in which robotic devices will become a nearly ubiquitous part of our day-to-day lives.”  
Thank you for considering joining the Congressional Caucus on Robotics.  It is an important initiative worthy of your support and critical to the future success of our country.  Please contact David Lucas (Doyle) at 5x2135 or Melissa Chapman (Wamp) at 5x3271 for more information or to join the Caucus.  
Sincerely,

CC:
[                        ], Chief of Staff for Congress[man/woman] [               ]
            [                        ], Policy Director or Other Key Staffer for Congress[man/woman] [               ]

